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Augud 15, 2010 Vacation Bible School
. . . . .  and U(U)s

Norm and Ber\ 'Slaf ford wi l l  share some of
what lhEy e.rned In a bible s l ldy workshop
rr  i \p \1,d\ \ - . t  Ul lJ ld ' r  Unr\ersal  st  Summel
ls lenibly rNlLlU5A) The ser! .ce \ \ ,  l l  explofe
reaent brbl  cal  scho a6htp 3nd r ts ass gtance
In f rerpret  ng srandard texts oi  the Hebfe$.
Bib e and lhe New Testament.

We will ehare ou. Thid Sunday Pot Luck.
Jo n In the . . ,nver5al jon about lvhat you mi)
or may nar lnow abou( the Sible andenJoy
some good rummeFtime shared fare.

Next Meeting-September 12'h

We, plcbrdrc rha .rdrr  of  ou ,  hr,"  r  le.rr  ' r . rrthe annual Water Communion Ceremony.
Please br ing a sample ot water thal  js
irnportant lo you -as part of your 5ummer
experiences or rei lect ive ofa joy, a blessing, a
concern, i  pan ot your l i fe.

^e5laiiord@5b.qlobal.qB

ln the Dislrict

lhe South\ \er l  Un l"  rd^ |  n, , . r \J l  n sunr/ '
In5trrute (SWUUSl)wi l l  meet Augusr r{ .
2010, at the Western Hi l ls Guest Ranch in
Hulben OK, part of Sequoyah Sta(e Park. The
theme is "Swimming in the Deep End" and
wil l  feature the SWUUCT own Distr ict
Execut ive Rev. Susan Smith; and Connie
Coodbread, CRE, Faith Developmenl
Consultant iorthe Mid-Soulh, Fl . , r  da. dnd
Northeast Distr  cts.

Sun5pl la lk,  !v i l l  be condu.ted b) Rp\ ' .  Aaron
White, Associate I ,1rn sler,  t r6t  Lrnrt .r f l . r .
Church, Dal las. Featur€d also \ ' r  be A(,n-
,n-Rp,,dFn, e \  . (  Page frun 8o:run. H.."
composer,  choralconductor,  author,  and song
leader He s l l  oFe, perfo,mdn,ts\  rrd woF-
shops and wi l l  lead two choirs,  one oi  them
multFgenerat ional.
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Our Democralic Process

l -ne,bo,o \  oter( s r l l  ,  d(t  bdr.or:  un Tu".ddi
August l0'h on the proposed 4-year half-cent
sales tax increase to fund public safety,
speci i ical ly the pol ice and f i re depanments.
Early vot ing begins Tuesday, Aug!st I 'd .r t  the
Voter Annex on Jefferson St. Be sure to cast
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UUs in History

Iwo hundred years afier the Rev. James
Freeman Clarke's binh on Apri l4,  l8 lO, his
vision of coiBre8ahonal l i fe st i l l  shapes UU
prdcl ice Tbough Clarke was Inf luentral  inrhe
fields ol comparaiive religion, education
feform, women's suffrage, and abolition, his
Sreatest legacy was the work he did to re-
imagine church liie. Clarke graduated from
Harvard Divinr ly School in 1833 and was
ordained by the Second Church in Boston. In
I819 he mal l ied Anna Huldekoper,  daughte.
c, i  th€ founder oi  | , leadvi le Theolog cal
School.

Clarke i , lst  served a church in touisvi l le,  KY,
to spread LJnitr / ianrem on the front ler,  sayinS
"lt I could nnke convettt in a community
wheta my belrcl E unpopulat, I should be
, on\ tu Fd o{ it< adaptatbn to humao nppd,
8ul he also became convinced thai to grow
and thr ive oui5ide New England, Unitar ian
churches needed to feorganize church l i fe.

Clarke returned to Eosron in 1841 to torm d
, hul  h bd\pd or h- vr5ro. ol  rhe idp"t  orSdr-
rzat(on, rrdLcally diiieren! irom an) other
Unitanan church In Boston. From the 5tar l
the church al l racied as many as 7O0 peopl€
on <Lndd\ l ror.rnB\ |  \per.e\ serc, o\e'ed
by voluntary subscript ion father than by pew
'pnrdls rh- rdaddrd p'd.r  .F d r l -c l imp, thu\
elrmrnat ing any class basis ior seat ing. Clarke
be ieved rhe pelv system d6couraeed th€
poor i rom comrng into lhe communi iy_

The secofd oa hrs reiorms was lhe , ,social
pnncipie."  wherern m€mbers 8ot to know one
dnorhar through J !dr 'Ft!  or d. tr ! r t rF\ boyoF(,
(urdJ\ $.  - l - r" ,  n{ luo'nB scr^ )  d, \ .  Lj \ \ , , ,n
8roup5, srrcral  , r( l ion, chaniy work, rnd olher

The f inalelemenloi  Clarke's church vr5ion
was to involve thr:  ent i re con8regat ion in
lvorrhip seruices. One reform was ro open
comrnun on to €veryone, as opposed lo most
Uni lar ian churches, lvh ch, in keeping with
lheir  Puri tan rooh, permit ted only church
members kr pr(r(  pate. Clarke encouraged
.",r 'nr,  b\  la\  teof le rnd dc, , . .on-ndt Ing o,

congregational commiltees -{o determrne
church policy, plan charity adion, supervrte
Sunday school, and selecl hymnr.

In 1859 Clarke was elecled sec(:tary oi the
American Uni lar ian Assocral ion and helped
e(labIsh rhe Ndrio 'rdl  Conierenr- oi  Urrrar a r
Churches in 1865. ln 1885 Clarke oul l ined
his "Five Points oi  the N€w Theoiogy." lvhrch
summarized comrnonly h€ld Un lar ian beIeis
of lhe late l9r" century:

. The fatherhood oi Cod

. Ihe brotherhood of nan
'  The le ideEhip or Jes!5
'  salval  on by chara( ler
'  The.ont inui ty oi  human developme^t In al l

w.rlds. or th€ prosress ofmanlinC on.,ard
and upward brever.

Ciarke ,erved his church
june 8, 1888. rom !uwoird or8

Encouraging Spiritual Crowth

I wish to speak a \^,ord ior the art oi pokinS
dround. Although lhp ,n ,  rn bp t \d,  |  .pd In
i ibrar ies and ant ique stores and peopler '
psyches, the kind ot pokrng aroufd I  am
rnterested in advocat ing mun be done
outdoor5. l t  ts a mrner oi  going nro the nnd
to pay close attent ion, lo pry at th, fgs \r / i th the
loe or d boor.  ro rrr  o\Fr |  "  1. . '  rhF -dE" oi
.r  t t ream dnd l i f t  boards to ook rol  i . rkes or
the nests of s i lky deer mrce, ro knee ctose lo
search out the I iny bones mrxed w,rh rur In an
anrm.rl's scat, to poke a catarl do\!n a gopher

Peop e rvho poke around have seed! n lhe| l
socks and rocks in the r  pockets. They
measure things with lhe span oi  therr hand5.
They look into the sun when rhev (eE a
shadow pass acrors i  f ieJd. They spit  n I  vert
to make i ish r ise. When no one is looking,
they may even rub their  l ips where beavers
hrve chewed, just to get a sen5e of ir Often
thev stand st i l l  ior a long t ime, Istenrn8, and
lhen they fol low lhe soLrnd, sneaky as a
heron, unt i l  they are clo5e €nough to see a



chickadee knocking on wood like a tjny

Poking around as more capricious than
studying, but more inlense than strolling. lt's
le5s systemalic lhan watching but more
closely focused. Unl ike hiking, i t  has no
destination. PokinB around is a guaranleed
way to learn. ldeas, after all, stan with sense
impressions; and all learning comes from
makinS connections among observations and
ideas. lnsight is born ofanalogy. EveMhing
interesting is complicat€d. Since lruth is in
the dptdi lc,  (eplFr '  of  the l rurh shoulo lool  fol
rt there

behavior is so innate, these longiistance
travelers may 80 where lhey always have

Sone- 8ut they ma)'b€ enticed to stop ovet
alonS the way, helping them lo be mor€
rested and slronS.

The National Resources Conservalion Service
has adentified 22 land, shore, and waterbird
species to be affected by the iniliative- Three
ofthem -{he masked bobwhite, seaside
spaffow, and wood stork --nre endangered
epecies. Five others --the loggerhead shrike,
reddish egret,  k ing rai l ,  b lack rai l ,  and black
skimmer --+re 'species ol concern,"

The MBHI is conlracl tng wrlh atea larmeit  lor
three years and pro! de! $ 5.95 mrl l  on ior
habilat creation. Aboul 200 Ceene County
farmers have applied for compensalion ol
over $l .2 mi l l ion. Farmers receive annual
pa)4nents based on the total acreage of
flooded land up to $45 p€r acre. NRCS
believes that flooding will have no adverse
impact on th€ land or crop producl ion.

Whether BP wiLl  provrde rny iunding ior lhrs
proSram rs unclear.

nom lohn Criinrh, Prlron Ne$'! Br,erL. 7/21,'10

-karhleen Dea. M@r€

ln the Stale

Members of the UU Vi l lage Church in Hot
Springs Vi l lage voted (75"/"  in favor)to
acquire the Village Church of Christ property,
which had been otfered for sale. The UUVC
congreSatron has met tor 12 years in the
Vi l lage's commun ty bui lding. The V l lage
Church rs now embarkinS on a longl€rm
bui ld,ng pl .n and caprtal  camparBn_

Our lnterdependent Web

The U.S. Department of A8ricul ture's
Migratory Bird Habrtat Ini t iat ive wi l l  pay
iarmers in ponions of Arkansas and seven
other states ne.r the Culi of Mexico to flood
exist ing farmed wetlands, pa( icular ly r ice
nFld. oprrJ\ 'd- \d{".rat  Jnd .eo n88r."n,t .
tor birds nrSrating soulh. The intent is to
provide €nough water, food, and shelter that
migratory bird5 won'r have as much ne€d ro
slop in the Culf  of  Mexico, especral ly cnt ical
dfrp'  BP ,  DpapwrrF'  Honzon or l  f lg e.ploded
in Apri l .

Fields that have not been flooded in the past
will provide mor€ oppo(unities for feeding
and rest for those birds thar have a lonS way
io go, e.9.,  to South America. This is,
however, not a perlect solulion to saving
lhese miSralory birds. Because migration

Spccd Bump


